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Zero to Kimona
Taj Martin, from left, Gray Rivera, Scott Bass, Demetrius Smith and Miguel Alejandro, 
all with Gustavo Machado Brazilian Jiu Jitsu of Wilson, pose after their jiujitsu 
demonstration at Casita Brewery. The brewery released a beer inspired by Smith 
who also designed the label.
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Cara Orduno, left, and Chelsea Hassell attempt to stay warm while waiting for the 
martial arts demonstration.

Ken and Jennifer Byrd enjoy dinner from a food truck parked at Casita Brewery while 
waiting for the jiujitsu demonstration to begin.

Nevena Bass, left, and Sarah Woodall enjoyed an evening under the Casita Brewery 
tent with friends and family. 

DON’t FORGET to put contact info here

TELL US ABOUT YOUR EVENT! Wide Awake Wilson, a monthly publication of The Wilson Times, is a guide to arts, entertainment and leisure in Wilson. It is published at the first of 
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contact information. You can reach us through any of our social media platforms or by email at waw@wilsontimes.com or lisa@wilsontimes.com
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Wilson marks Black History Month
By Janelle Clevinger

Wilson residents are celebrating 
Black History Month in February, 
despite the absence of large crowd 
events because of the pandemic.

OLIVER NESTUS FREEMAN  
ROUND HOUSE MUSEUM

The museum’s new virtual format 
was completed in time for Black 
History Month and can be viewed at 
www.theroundhousemuseum.com 
under the “Virtual Tour” tab on the 
menu at the top of the page.

“I am working to adapt the mu-
seum’s current exhibits, which 
were curated by local historian and 
genealogist Lisa Henderson, into a 
virtual format,” said Beth Nevarez 
with Nevarez Historical Consulting. 
“It will be broken into four main sec-

tions: an introduction to the area of 
East Wilson; the development of the 
African-American community; segre-
gation and integration of education in 
Wilson; and the life and work of Oli-
ver Nestus Freeman, the namesake of 
the museum.”

The newest exhibit, “Say Their 
Names,” was also curated by Hen-
derson and previously featured at 
Wilson’s Imagination Station Science 
and History Museum. The exhibit 
includes documents, photographs 
and artifacts that shed light on the 
history of enslaved citizens in Wilson 
County and will become part of the 
Round House museum’s permanent 
collection. Images from that show are 
featured on the cover page.

“I don’t even have words for it 
(becoming a permanent exhibit)” 
Henderson said. “It’s an amazing 

opportunity, and I really hope that 
when this pandemic ends — and I 
hope that’s soon — those people who 
weren’t able to come out to Imagina-
tion Station will get an opportunity 
to come and see it. It’s absolutely an 
exhibit that is for everyone. There’s 
something new that everyone can 
learn about our community’s history.”

The museum’s new virtual format 
was completed in time for Black 
History Month and can be viewed at 
www.theroundhousemuseum.com 
under the “Virtual Tour” tab on the 
menu at the top of the page. The mu-
seum is located at 1202 E. Nash St.

The museum is open to visitors 
Tuesdays through Saturdays, 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. and closed on Sundays and 
Mondays. The number of visitors 
inside each building is limited in 
accordance with social distancing 
guidelines.

SALLIE B. HOWARD SCHOOL

Although the Sallie B. Howard 
School of Arts and Science will be 
unable to hold an in-person event 
celebrating Black History Month, 
several students will have their work 
featured on the school’s social media 
platforms. 

Some of the school’s theater stu-
dents will recite the “Ain’t I A Wom-
an?” speech by Sojourner Truth. A 
dance student will perform a solo to 
Billie Holliday’s “Strange Fruit,” and 
band students will perform “Lift Ev-
ery Voice and Sing.” 

“For Black History Month, our mid-
dle school art students are studying 
Jean-Michel Basquiat, and our high 
school art majors are learning about 
Lois Mailou Jones,” said Carrie No-
bels, visual art teacher at Sallie B. 
Howard. “Both of these artists took 
non-traditional approaches to creat-
ing art with a message.”

Nobles observed that Basquiat uses 
crowns on individuals who normally 
aren’t considered royalty, so his work 
empowers marginalized people. “One 

of our goals in the SBH Visual Art De-
partment is to teach students how to 
dissect and analyze art” Nobels said. 

“Like Basquiat, our students will 
use symbols in their artwork to ex-
press their feelings about current 
events.”

On the cover of this publication is a 
work by Nobels’ art student Helena 
Victoria Jenks depicting Breonna 
Taylor.

“Lois Mailou Jones’ work allows 
our high school students to learn how 
to create self-portraits in non-tradi-
tional ways,” continued Nobels. 

“When you look at her work, you 
see a strong African influence. But 
she also studied in Paris where she 
learned about traditional African 
masks and different styles of paint-
ing. She poured a lot of her life 
experiences into her work through 
symbols and honors her heritage and 
influences in a very unique way.”

Sallie B. Howard’s artistic recogni-
tion of Black History Month can be 
found on the school’s Facebook, Ins-
tagram and YouTube platforms.

WILSON COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY

All library programs are accessible 
through its Facebook page and You-
Tube channel unless otherwise noted. 
More information can be found a 
www.wilsoncountypubliclibrary.org. 

• February’s programs include 
STEAM activities for ages 5 and up 
on Tuesdays in February. Activity 
packets will be available for pickup at 
the circulation desk on the Monday 
before each program while supplies 
last. Spotlighted during the STEAM 
programs will be Mae Jemison, phy-
sician, engineer and NASA astronaut; 
St. Elmo Brady, chemist and educa-
tor; Patricia Era Bath, ophthalmolo-
gist; and Archie Alexander, engineer.

• Wednesday storytimes this month 
for ages birth to 10 will feature Af-
rican-American authors and illus-

See HISTORY, Page 5
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trators. In honor of Black History 
Month, youth ages 12-19 are invited 
to illustrate the words of a famous Af-
rican-American author of their choice 
by Feb. 25. Art can be created in any 
medium, including paint, crayon, pas-
tel, papier mache or digital art. Sub-
mit work by email attachment to Kate 
Brittain at kbrittain@wilson-co.com. 
Posts will be featured on the WCPL 
Facebook page.

• Lisa Y Henderson, local geneal-
ogist and historian, will discuss the 
sacred African-American cemeteries 
serving Wilson starting before the 
Civil War and how you can help pre-
serve them today on Feb. 8, 6:30 to 
7:45 p.m. Join her for “Gone but Not 
Forgotten: The History of Wilson’s 
African-American Cemeteries” as she 
updates progress on the restoration 
of the Rountree, Odd Fellows and 
Vick cemeteries in Wilson. Register 
to obtain a Zoom link. For more infor-

mation or to register, contact Tammy 
Medlin, local history and genealogy 
librarian at 252-237-5355 ext. 5029 or 
tmedlin@wilson-co.com.

• The Black Creek branch will learn 
about Alma Thomas in an art chal-
lenge for ages 6 to 10, on Feb. 23, 10 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Grab-and-go kits can be picked 
up on a first-come, first-served basis 
while supplies last.

• On Feb. 22 and 25, noon to 5 p.m., 
the Lucama branch will discover and 
uncover information relating to Af-
rican-American history through fact 
sheets, puzzles, a 28-day activity sheet 
and a mini book creation. Kits can be 
picked up on a first-come, first-served 
basis while supplies last.

• Learn about the first black female 
astronaut, Dr. Mae Jemison, with a 
rocket craft at the Crocker branch 
in Stantonsburg. Kits can be picked 
up on a first-come, first-served basis 
while supplies last. This event is Feb. 
15 and 18, 2:30 to 5:30 p.m.

Painter shows work at Eyes 
on Main Street Gallery
For Wide Awake Wilson

Oil painter B.A. Thomas of Char-
lotte will be the featured artist at the 
Eyes on Main Street Gallery, Feb. 
3-27. The gallery, located at 126-128 
Goldsboro St., is open Wednesdays 
through Saturdays, noon to 4 p.m., 
and Fridays, noon to 6 p.m.

Thomas’ paintings often include 
aspects of writing, drawing and 
collage. Thomas holds a Bachelor 
of Arts in studio art and psychology 
from the University of North Car-
olina at Wilmington and through 
her work explores the relationship 
between space, time and the human 
experience. 

Browsing through images of the 
paintings she’s produced over the 
past two years feels like peering into 
a series of private spaces: residential 
rooms empty and grounded in a real-
ity that quickly comes into question 

at the recognition of subtle (and 
intentional) distortions in scale and 
perspective. 

In other paintings, Thomas con-
structs rooms to capture the romanti-
cism of fleeting moments, illustrating 
routine human movement through 
the space as ghost-like forms that feel 
more familiar than haunted.

For the artist, it’s all part of a larger 
inquiry about the spaces we inhabit, 
a questioning of traditional social 
constructs, human choice and the 
movement of objects, the meaning 
behind possessions, and ultimately, 
what humans leave behind.

The annual Eyes on Main Street 
photo festival, featuring 100 large-
scale photographs, continues in 
downtown Wilson through May 16. 
The main street is Barnes with some 
on Nash, Tarboro and Goldsboro 
streets.

In February, oil painter B.A. Thomas of Charlotte will be the featured at the Eyes 
on Main Street Gallery in downtown Wilson.

EYES ON MAIN STREET GALLERY History: Ages 12-19 are invited to illustrate
continued from page 4
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She’s living IN The Edge
IN THE SPOTLIGHT

Artist Barbara White and her dog, Blu, sit in the loft area of her renovated 
5,000-square-foot art gallery and living space on Barnes Street in Wilson. Janelle 
Clevinger | For Wide Awake Wilson 

Artist reclaims building 
for her studio
By Janelle Clevinger

When artist Barbara White 
stepped into the long-abandoned 
building located at 127 Barnes St. W. 
in Wilson back in 2016, she saw its 
potential. Despite bird carcasses on 
the floors, outdoor plants snaking 
their way inside and 18 inches of 
water in the basement, White knew 
almost immediately that she wanted 
the nearly 100-year-old building.

“The minute I went inside, I felt 
good energy in it,” White said. “I 
saw potential in it even though it 
hadn’t been used in 30 or 40 years.”

White, who was born and raised in 
South Africa, lived in Chapel Hill be-
fore moving to Wilson and had been 
telling a friend that she was unable 
to find an affordable, older building 
to use as a studio in the Chapel Hill/
Raleigh/Durham area. That friend, 
Janet Kagan, and world-renowned 
photojournalist Burk Uzzle, who 
lives in Wilson and whose studio is 
also located downtown, suggested 
that White look in the more afford-
able Wilson area.

White bought the building in 
November of 2016 and made it 
habitable by mid-2018, although 
work continues throughout the 
5,000-square-foot space. The 
once-flooded basement is complete-
ly restored, and White hopes to one 
day use the area as class space for 
small groups of artists and writers.

The upstairs 1,700-square-foot 
loft living space is nearly complet-
ed, but the focus of the building is 
the first floor gallery space.

“With COVID-19 it’s been tough 
to open an art gallery,” White said. 
“The space is morphing because 
of COVID, but my plan is to show 

mostly my work and sometimes 
curating another artist’s work, one 
artist at a time.”

White, who works in acrylics, 
paints several pieces of art at one 
time, many of them being on the 
large side. 

“Working on several pieces at 
once loosens me up,” White said. “I 
feel like I can be more creative.”

At the moment, her studio is filled 
with 6-by-4-foot paintings of vari-
ous styles of Buddhas.

“I actually painted Buddhas for 
the first time to cover up the board-
ed windows when I first starting 
the renovation,” White said. “It was 
right before one of the Whirligig 
Festivals, and I wanted something 
more pleasant on the exterior.”

White also painted the words to 
John Lennon’s “Imagine” on the 
board covering up the building’s 
front door during renovations. Af-
ter restoring the original door, she 
moved the board inside to her gal-
lery where it resides today.

“I was listening to ‘Imagine’ and 
thought about wanting to have 
more of a pacifist message in what 
I do,” White said. “I love the mes-
sage of all being one and loving 
one another.”

When White bought her studio, 
she never imagined the changes 
coming to the area: the building 
of the new Truist bank building, 
the demolition and removal of the 
BB&T twin towers and the planned 
construction of a new YMCA, park-
ing deck and an office, retail and 
housing center in its place. 

“For two or three years I couldn’t 
figure out what to call the studio,” 
White said. “One day I was sitting 
outside, I was on the phone and the 
person asked where my studio was. 
I heard myself saying, ‘On the edge 

See EDGE, Page 7
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of downtown Wilson.’”
While White and her studio may 

have been on “the edge” at one 
time, they now seem to be right in 
the middle of a revived downtown, 
and she welcomes the ongoing 
changes.

“Part of the joy of renovating this 
building has been using my creativ-
ity, seeing my vision come to life,” 
White said. “I love being in Wilson. 

I didn’t know it would be like this 
and at first thought maybe I would 
hide away and work on my art. But 
it’s so nurturing here, and there are 
so many good people. I love it.”

White welcomes visitors to her 
studio by appointment during 
COVID. More information about 
The Edge and White’s artwork 
can be found on the website www.
theedgewilson.com and on the 
studio’s Facebook page, “The Edge 
Wilson.”

Artist Barbara White painted the words to John Lennon’s “Imagine” on the board 
that covered up the building’s front door during renovations. When renovations 
were completed, the board moved inside to the gallery to remind her of Lennon’s 
message of peace. Janelle Clevinger | For Wide Awake Wilson

Painted with the color “Cyberspace,” which has indigo undertones, The Edge building 
stands out from others on West Barnes Street. The words “The Edge” are made of 
aluminum and were designed to bend around the corner of the nearly 100 year old 
building. Janelle Clevinger | For Wilson the Magazine

Edge: ‘My vision come to life’
continued from page 6



Pandemics, epidemics 
and a new exhibit

What is the difference 
between a pandemic 
and an epidemic? A 
pandemic is like a pan-
oramic picture, it goes 
all the way around; 
whereas an epidemic 
is like an epicenter, 
the one spot where an 
earthquake begins. A 

pandemic effects the entire world, and 
an epidemic effects small pockets of the 
population. 

In the fall of 2019 Brian Grawburg 
and I were talking about the Spanish flu 
and its impact on Wilson’s population 
in 1918. Fast forward one year, and we 
are in the midst of a pandemic. Brian 
told me that there were several sick-
nesses that he was finding in his “Out of 
Sight: A Project to Photograph Hidden 
or Overgrown Cemeteries in Wilson 
County” project that were happening 
around the same time that the Spanish 
flu was wreaking havoc. We have used 
headstones and death records to collect 
information on health and medicine in 
Wilson from 1913-1923. 

We thought about what people are 
concerned with today and related it to 
what was done 100 years ago. Did you 
know that mask wearing was a thing 
in 1918? People were also advised not 
to congregate and to wash their hands 
often. Health care was not available to all 
people, and neither was medicine. Coun-
try doctors were often the first or only 
health care option. Many of the articles 
that I have read state that health care 
was forever changed by the Spanish flu.

WHAT SCARES YOU?

More than 300 Wilsonians lost their 
lives during the Spanish Flu pandem-
ic of 1918.  Much like the novel coro-
navirus of 2020, doctors didn’t under-
stand this new illness. This made us 
wonder: Do the same diseases that 
scared us then still scare us today? 

With help from the Country Doctor 
Museum in Bailey, “Out of Sight: A 
Project to Photograph Hidden or 
Overgrown Cemeteries in Wilson 
County” project of Brian Grawburg, 
“What Scares You: Mosquitos, Corn-
bread or Outdoor Privies?” explores 
health care in Wilson 100 years ago. 
Find out what common and uncom-
mon illnesses were fatal, how doctors 
recognized them, and the lengths 
people went to treat them. 

This new exhibit is open on the 
third floor of Imagination Station Sci-
ence and History Museum.

Jennifer Byrd is executive director of 
Imagination Station.
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Flora Hinnant Stancil was the wife of F.E. 
Stancil. She died of pneumonia brought 
on by influenza (the most common cause 
of death in October of 1918) at the age 
of 23. She is buried in the Hawley-Howell 
cemetery, also known as the Furman 
Howell cemetery. There are 50 known 
plots in this cemetery and a suspected 
six more without headstones. The 
cemetery is located on Vollis Shop Road 
and is moderately overgrown. Contributed 
photo

IMAGINATION STATION

JENNIFER 
BYRD

C O O K I E  D E C O R A T I N G  W O R K S H O P

D E S I G N  Y O U R  O W N  S C A R F
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Museum chief curator speaks at Barton
For Wide Awake Wilson

The Barton College Friends of 
Visual Arts and the Barton Art Gal-
leries will welcome Linda Johnson 
Dougherty, chief curator and curator 
of contemporary art at the North Car-
olina Museum of Art, on Thursday, 
Feb. 18, at 6 p.m. Dougherty will dis-
cuss “Contemporary Art at the North 
Carolina Museum of Art,” including 
recent solo exhibitions of contempo-
rary artists (Leonardo Drew and Scott 
Avett), Museum Park art projects, 
permanent collection re-installation 
plans and an indoor/outdoor exhi-
bition currently under development 
that focuses on contemporary artists 
whose work explores climate change 
and environmental impact.

The event will be held in the Vir-
ginia Thompson Graves Gallery at 
the Barton Art Galleries in Case Art 
Building on campus.

Seating will be limited, and advance 
reservations are required because of 
social distancing requirements, but 
there is no charge to attend the lecture. 

Masks will be required for all those at-
tending. To make reservations, contact 
the Barton Art Galleries at artgaller-
ies@barton.edu or call 252-399-6476.

ABOUT THE SPEAKER 

Prior to her appointment as chief 
curator, Dougherty served as the 
co-director of the Office of Pub-
lic Art for the North Carolina Arts 
Council from 1998-2000 and was a 
project coordinator for the Artworks 
for State Buildings Program for the 
North Carolina Arts Council from 
1995-1998. Before moving to North 
Carolina in 1993, she was a curator at 
The Phillips Collection and a research 
assistant at the National Museum of 
American Art in Washington, D.C.

As an independent curator and 
critic based in Chapel Hill, she con-
tributed reviews and articles on con-
temporary art to numerous national 
art publications, including Art Papers, 
Sculpture Magazine and Public Art 
Review, and has also written exhibi-
tion catalogs and guest curated exhi-

bitions for museums and contempo-
rary art centers in North Carolina and 
throughout the United States. She 
has served on selection panels for the 
National Endowment for the Arts, 
McColl Center for Visual Art and the 
North Carolina Arts Council. She has 
a Bachelor of Arts degree in art histo-
ry from Wesleyan University and an 

Master of Arts degree in art history 
from Williams College.

For additional information about 
this event, contact Maureen O’Neill, 
assistant professor of art and direc-
tor of exhibitions and educational 
programming, at 252-399-6476 or 
moneill@barton.edu, or Barton Art 
Galleries at 252-399-6477.

Reception 
celebrates 
local artists
For Wide Awake Wilson

The closing reception for the Wilson 
Active Artists Association’s group 
exhibit is 5:30 to 7:30 p.m., Thursday, 
Feb. 28, in Hammond Gallery at the 
Boykin Center.

The socially-distanced reception is 
free and open to the public. Face cov-
erings or masks are required. 

The gallery will also be open Tues-
days to Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. through Feb. 20.

BARTON COLLEGE

WILSON ACTIVE ARTISTS ASSOCIATION

See “Hall of Light” by Kelcie Howren in 
the Wilson Active Artists Association 
exhibit. Contributed photo

Dougherty will discuss “Contemporary Art at the 
North Carolina Museum of Art,” including recent solo 
exhibitions of contemporary artists (Leonardo Drew 
and Scott Avett), Museum Park art projects, permanent 
collection re-installation plans and an indoor/outdoor 
exhibition currently under development that focuses 
on contemporary artists whose work explores climate 
change and environmental impact.

Trendy, chic clothes and
accessories for the modern woman.
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FRIDAY TO SUNDAY, FEB. 6-7
‘Turn the Page’
7:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday 
and 3 p.m. Sunday
Livestreamed

Wilson Arts and ACT! for Youth 
present “Turn the Page,” an original 
musical by John Hood.  Visit www.
wilsonarts.com/actforyouth/ for more 
information and links to purchase 
livestream viewings or call the box 
office staff at 252-291-4329.

SATURDAY AND SUNDAY, FEB. 
6-7
NC Youth Soccer
All day
J. Burt Gillette Athletic Complex
Corbett Avenue

The N.C. Youth Soccer Girls Re-
gionals will be held at Gillette. There 
will be approximately 40-60 teams. 
The public can watch, but COVID-19 
guidelines will be in place.  Free. 

SATURDAY, FEB. 6

Snake Feedings
2 p.m.
Imagination Station

224 Nash St. SE

Come by for bi-weekly snake feed-
ing and watch the animal caretaker, 
give the scaly friends their dinner.

TUESDAY, FEB. 9
Preschool Science Says: 
Color Dance
10-11 a.m.
Imagination Station
224 Nash St. SE

Allow your preschooler to explore 
colors with finger paints and see what 
a rainbow of color they can create.

MONDAY AND TUESDAY, FEB. 
15-16
Auditions
Schedule a time

Youth 5-18 are invited to audition 
for ACT! for Youth’s presentation of 
“Alice and Wonderland.” Director will 
be Seth Penwell. For information on 
how to schedule an audition time, 
visit the Wilson Arts website at www.
wilsonarts.com/actforyouth. The 
show is currently scheduled for April 
16-18 and will be livestreamed with, 

perhaps, limited in-person attendance 
depending on state mandates.

THURSDAY, FEB. 18
Homeschool Days: Our Solar 
System
9:30-11 a.m.
Imagination Station
224 Nash St. SE

Students take a tour of space with-
out leaving the museum. Sign up on 
our website http://scienceandhistory.
org/.

SATURDAY, FEB. 27
The Wilson Record Show
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Connect Church activity building
4865 Nash St.

The show will showcase vendors 
across the state and country. Free 
admission. For information or if you’d 
like a spot, call 252-230-2908 or email 
PhilsMusicExchange@myglnc.com

FEBRUARY
Food trucks
Times vary

Casita Brewing Company
217 South St.

Castita will be hosting a number of 
food trucks this month. Feb. 4, Baozi 
Food Truck, 5-9 p.m.; Feb. 5, Oink 
and Moo Food Truck, 5-9 p.m; Feb. 
6, Trash Talks, noon to 8 p.m.; Feb. 7, 
Wake the Truck Up, noon to 6 p.m.; 
Feb. 11, Portably Portugy, 5-9 p.m.; 
Feb. 12, Flattz Food Truck, 5-9 p.m.; 
Feb. 13, Cattail Q, noon to 8 p.m.; Feb. 
14, Walking Crab, noon to 6 p.m.; 
Feb. 18, Fat and Skinny’s, 5-8 p.m.; 
Feb. 19, Y’all Eat Yet, 5-9 p.m.; Feb. 
20, Bulkogi, noon to 8 p.m.; Feb. 21, 
Roasted and Toasted, noon to 6 p.m.; 
Feb. 25, Cock a Doodle Moo, 5-9 p.m.; 
Feb. 26, Brandy’s, 5-8:30 p.m.; Feb. 
27, Item 9 Pizza, noon to 7 p.m.; Feb. 
28, The Paddy Wagon, noon to 6 p.m.

Food trucks
Times vary
Twice the Ice
4920 Raleigh Road Parkway

Check out area food trucks at Twice 
the Ice. Feb. 5, Krab Kingz, 4-8 p.m; 
Feb. 12, Magnificent Concessions, 
3-7 p.m.; Feb. 13, Walking Crab, 2-7 
p.m.; Feb. 24, Item 9 Pizza, 11 a.m. to 
3 p.m.; and Walking Crab, 2-7 p.m. 
Check Facebook for other additions.

FRIDAY, FEB. 5
Cooking Decorating 
Workshop
10 a.m. to noon
Boykin Center
108 Nash St.

Cookie decorating workshop taught 
by Nicole Thomas of Cole Cole’s 
Cupcakes and Confections will focus 
on cookies for Valentine’s Day. $30. 
For ages 14 to adult. Pre-registration 
required. Call 252-291-4329.

THROUGHOUT FEBRUARY
Art classes
Times vary
Art Happens on Tarboro
106 Tarboro St. W.

Art Happens on Tarboro will be of-
fering a variety of classes this month. 
Learn how to make a glass heart 
pendant, stained glass earrings, heart 
suncatcher and a stained glass box. 
Costs vary. For more information or 
to register call Kim S. Joy 252-650-
2530.

SATURDAY, FEB. 13
Second Saturday
5:30- 8:30 p.m.
Art Happens on Tarboro
106 Tarboro St. W.

Make copper wire heart earrings 
for $5. For more information or to 
reserve your seat call Kim S. Joy 252-
650-2530.

SATURDAY, FEB. 20
Silk Scarf Painting 

Workshop
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Boykin Center
108 Nash St.

In this workshop, instructor Mary 
Dementev will teach the basics of col-
or mixing, applying resist and several 
painting techniques. Participants will 
take home a silk scarf they designed 
and created. Cost is $45. For ages 14 
to adult. Pre-registration is required. 
Call 252-291-4329.

Classes

Events
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Kits can help parents with storytime
By Scott Houston

Storytime is very important for both 
children and parents. For the chil-
dren, it promotes brain development 
and models appropriate reading be-
haviors. For parents and caregivers, 
it shows ways they can share books 
with their children and help develop 
their child’s early literacy skills.  

Because of the pandemic, our li-
brary, like others, had to move our 
storytime to an online format (post-
ed every Wednesday at 10 a.m. on 
the Wilson County Public Library 
Facebook page). While children can 
still be enriched by the program, 
being online has removed much of 
the interactive element of storytime. 

To help return some of that interac-
tion, the library has created several 
take home storytime kits. Each kit 
contains a selection of books and 
collection of songs, finger plays and 
rhymes that parents can share with 
their children. Each kit has a unique 
theme. 

Our “colors” kit contains the follow-
ing:

• “Mouse Paint” by Ellen Stoll 
Walsh. In this book, three white 
mice discover jars of red, blue and 
yellow paint and learn what hap-
pens when you splash, mix and 
play in the different colors. This is 
a short fun read to introduce pre-
schoolers to colors.

• “One Red Sock” by Jennifer Sat-

tler. Hippo runs into trouble as she’s 
getting dressed one day. Try as she 
might, she can’t find the match to her 
one red sock. This board book uses 
humor to present colors and the ad-
venture that getting dressed can be.

• “Love from the Crayons” by Drew 
Daywalt. In this sequel to “The Day 
the Crayons Quit,” the crayons ex-
plore all the colors and shades of love. 
This is a much shorter book than the 
original and is suitable for preschool 
readers.

• “A Color of His Own” by Leo Lion-
ni. Pigs are pink, and lemons are yel-
low, but Chameleon has no color of 
his own. As he searches for his very 
own color, Chameleon finds some-
thing better, a friend. Written and 
illustrated by Leo Lionni, this book 

is great introduction to colors and 
friendship for all ages.

• “Color Zoo” by Lois Ehlert. This 
Caldecott Honor book by Lois Ehlert 
introduces colors and shapes to pre-
schoolers by creating nine different 
animals. Die cut pages use shapes 
and colors to build and change one 
animal into another as the book pro-
gresses and give younger readers 
a more physical connection to the 
shapes.  

The storytime kits are available 
to check out in the Youth Services 
department at the main library in 
Wilson.

Scott Houston is the Youth Services 
Manager at the Wilson  
County Public Library.

Don’t kill crape myrtle with pruning
On warm winter 

days, gardeners are 
anxious to get out in 
the garden, and ev-
ery year at this time 
our poor crape myr-
tles get murdered. 

I am not sure why 
this continues to 
happen. It surely 
isn’t to keep the 

plant healthy or for aesthetic reasons. 
Maybe gardeners believe they need 
to keep the plant inbounds or pruning 
will increase flowering. Have you ever 
noticed what actually happens? Many 
spindly branches grow from the prun-
ing cut that break with the weight of 
the flowers in wind or rain storms.  

When crape myrtles are severely 
“topped,” the tree could die. Yes, you 
can actually kill a crape myrtle. “Top-
ping” is extremely detrimental to tree 
health. It promotes weak structure and 
encourages decay. Because of the quick 
growth, close proximity and weak at-
tachment, new shoots on crape myrtles 
or other trees are prone to breaking.

There really is no need to prune to 
keep crape myrtles “in bounds.” Crape 

myrtles have thousands of cultivars to 
choose from, such as ground covers 
to trees that are 30 feet and taller. So, 
if you have too large of a plant in your 
landscape, you can choose to remove 
it and replace it with a smaller cultivar.

Reasons to prune crape myrtles in-
clude to remove any diseased, dead, 
crossing, rubbing, inward growing or 
damaged branches. Be sure to make 
proper pruning cuts by pruning the 
limb right above the branch collar.  

The best time to prune crape myrtles 
is late winter to early spring because 
callus growth is maximized, which 
means quicker healing. Early sum-
mer is another time to prune after the 
leaves of the plant have fully expand-
ed. The worst time of year to prune is 
during the spring growth flush.  

For more information on pruning 
crape myrtles or any garden question 
please contact the Wilson Extension 
Master Gardener volunteers at 252-
237-0111 or via email anytime at wil-
sonemgv@hotmail.com.

Cyndi Lauderdale is horticulture ex-
tension agent with N.C. Cooperative 
Extension.

CYNDI 
LAUDERDALE
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